Successful treatment of thyrotoxic crisis after esophagectomy in an elderly woman with hyperthyroidism.
We describe herein a case of thyrotoxic crisis after esophagectomy in a 64-year-old woman with esophageal carcinoma and well-controlled hyperthyroidism. On the fourth postoperative day, she had palpitations, abdominal pain, fever, and tachycardia, which were similar to the symptoms of an anastomotic leak. There was no evidence to indicate the existence of an anastomotic leak after examination. We were confused at first. After turning to Burch and Wartofsky's scoring system, we finally diagnosed thyrotoxic crisis and then prescribed several agents for emergency treatment, including propylthiouracil, metoprolol tartrate, and hydrocortisone. Afterward, she recovered and was discharged safely.